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250 cards don’t scan at Williams-Brice gates Saturday
17 students ejected from
quickly emptying stadium
Colin Campbell & Amanda Coyne
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

South Carolina’s football homeopener Saturday served as a trial
of USC’s new st udent t icket ing
s y stem, a nd for hu nd reds of
students, entrance meant agitation.
Director of Student Services Anna
Edwards said she worked with about
250 st udents on gameday whose
IDs didn’t scan properly at the gate
to get them into the stadium. She
attributed the problems, not to a
glitch in the system, but to about
260 students who set up their own
Ticket m a ster accou nt s i n stead
of u si ng t he i n for m at ion USC
provided to students.
“It made t hem t hink t hey had
tickets when they didn’t,” Edwards
said.
To help correct t h is, St udent
Ticketing sent an email to students
reiter at i ng t hei r cor rec t log i n

information Monday evening.
Otherwise, Edwards said she was
pleased w it h t he CarolinaCardbased system’s fi rst trial; she said it
“worked very well.”
She reiterated t hat t he system
on ly work s if you fol low t he
directions.
“If t hey have a t icket in t heir
account they need to confi rm it by
Thursday at 5 [p.m.],” she said.
W hile she ack nowledged t hat
guidelines could have been more
c le a rl y e x pl a i ne d t o s t ude nt s ,
Edwards pointed to the majorit y
who had no problems maneuvering
the system.
“We communicated the process
to over 12,000 students, so to have
250 who didn’t get it right...” she
said. “We could have done one-onone tutorials in the Russell House,
but I think that’s pretty good.”
She added that ECU, albeit the
home-opener, was a fa irly lowprofile game and a good opportunity
to test the system to prepare for
h ighly a nt icipated Georg ia a nd
TICKETING ● 3

Spencer Scott / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

250 students encountered errors when attempting to scan their CarolinaCards Saturday.

Students sign thank you cards for veterans

Pooja Tolani / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Sarah Ellis

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The Carolina Service Council kicked off a week
of service in honor of the 11th anniversary of the
9/11 terrorist attacks by writing thank-you cards for
soldiers Monday on Greene Street.
CSC members expected to have at least 100 cards

signed by Monday afternoon.
“I think sometimes being a serviceman might be
somewhat of a thankless job, so I think it’s important
to make sure that we show our appreciation to those
that have fought for our country and provided
service to us,” said fourth-year marketing and
management student Cheslie Kryst , director of
public relations for CSC.
Other CSC events for the week include a service
project with Midlands Technical College students
Tuesday at Lexington Interfaith Community
Services and the Burton Center, a dialogue focused
on the 9/11 attacks on Thursday and a service
project at Transitions homeless shelter on Friday.
The CSC will hold an interest meeting at 7 p.m.
Tuesday in the Honors Residence Hall in room
B110. More information about the CSC and its 9/11
week of service opportunities can be found at sa.sc.
edu/communityservice.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

Marine arrested in
Wheat Street assault
Blaszczyk turns himself in
3 weeks after incident
Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Police have arrested a man in connection with an
August assault near Five Points.
Michael Blaszczyk, 22, was charged with seconddegree assault and battery Monday after he turned
himself in to Columbia police , according to police
spokeswoman Jennifer Timmons.
Police issued a warrant for Blaszczyk’s arrest last week,
but it couldn’t be served until he came to Columbia from
Camp Lejeune, a Marine Corps base in North Carolina,
according to Timmons. Timmons wasn’t sure how he
got here and whether the military extradited him.
Blaszczyk is currently being held at Alvin S. Glenn
ASSAULT ● 3

Students reflect on 9/11 attacks 11 years later
Amanda Coyne

Tim Cox

JennaMarie Hill

Thomas Bell

ACOYNE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

My class of 28 was already
half empty when I was told that
my mot her had come to pick
me up from school early on the
afternoon of Sept. 11, 2001. I
was already confused as to why
everyone suddenly had to leave
school; maybe they all had the
f lu, I t hought . But af ter my
sister and I got in the car and I
cheekily asked my mother if she
had forgotten to tell me about a
doctor’s appointment, she told
me.
“Something bad happened in

It was a beautiful and sunny
morn ing and I was sit t ing in
my third grade class like it was
a n ord i na r y day. My teacher
got called out of the room and
the whole class was conf used.
Once she returned, she gathered
the class on the f loor and in a
soothing, calm voice told us a
serious plane crash had happened
in New York City. She didn’t give
up many details and answered
our questions vaguely.
But before long, fel low
classmates were being called to

“Look how blue and beautiful
the sky looks today; there isn’t a
cloud up there. Today could not
be anymore perfect.” That was
the buzz of all the mothers while
they waited for us kids to hop
on our big yellow bus. The bus
came; we hopped on and waved
good bye. We had no clue that
as we took off toward school,
unsuspecting passengers were
lifting off the ground for their
fi nal fl ight.
Even 11 years later, the images
of smoke, pain and despair replay

I have a unique perspective on
Sept. 11 because I was able to see
the towers off in the distance.
My town, Highlands, N.J., is 17
miles south of Manhattan , so
the city skyline is almost always
visible. As many remember, that
day was one of the clearest — not
a cloud in the sky.
I was in third grade and the
morning was t ypical until my
school’s principal came in and
wh i sp ered somet h i ng to my
teacher, causing her jaw to drop.
About 10 minutes passed and the
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Dave Matthews Band

Lies ... and statistics

USC beats Clemson

On their new album
“Away From the
World,” DMB returns
triumphantly to the
studio, melding old
and new sounds.
See page 5

Columnist Craig
Erickson says that we
should look beyond
the unemployment
figures to see the
underlying truth.
See page 4

The volleyball team
swept the Tigers on
Friday, defeating its
rival for the first time
since 2009.

See page 8
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the city. Someone attacked the
Twin Towers. Dad is safe. We’re
safe. There’s nothing to worry
about.”
I was conf used, but not
worried; I just thought it was
strange. Over the next few days,
however, I started to grasp what
had actually happened.
My mot her wa s pla nted i n
front of the TV watching CNN,
which played video of the attacks
on a seemingly inf inite loop.
W hen my father wasn’t home
by 9 p.m. t hat n ight, I asked
when he’d be back from work.
My mother told me that he had
to stay in the city for a while to
help out at work. At the time,
he worked i n f u nd r a isi ng at
St. Vincent’s Catholic Medical
Center on the Lower East Side
of Manhattan — block s away
from the World Trade Center.
So close, in fact, that he heard
the first plane, unusually loud,
flying over the building.
For f ive days follow ing t he
at t ack s, my fat her wa s t he
m a n p e o p le w e nt t o t o a s k
if their family member was at
St. V i ncent’s. Day af ter day,
he would stand in front of the
hospital, seeing bodies covered
in rubble and ashes rolled into
the emergency room, and, after
checking a list of patients, tell
hundreds of husbands, wives,
mothers and fathers, “I’m sorry,
they’re not on the list.”
For those five days, my siblings
and I would wait up w it h my
mother until my father called
from his office. We knew he was
safe, but we wanted him home. It
never occurred to us how lucky
we were to know that he would
be.
Of those hundreds, or maybe
thousands, of people who asked
my father whether their family
member was at St. Vincent’s,
only two received an affi rmative
response.

the office because their parents
were taking them home.
At the end of the day, my dad
picked me up. Being the little kid
I was, I curiously asked about the
crash. After buckling me into the
backseat, and in a voice similar to
my teacher’s, my dad said, “Tim,
there are some very bad people
in the world, some who really
don’t like our country, and today
they crashed two planes into the
Twin Towers.”
A lt h o u g h m y i m m a t u r it y
wou ld nor ma l ly h i nder my
comprehension for such adult
concepts, I understood what was
said right away. The two towers
which I had grown up seeing as
part of t he New York sk yline
were now gone, and many people
were dead because of it.
The rest of the day was fi lled
with phone calls from relatives
seeing if we were okay, neighbors
coming in and out giving their
opinions on the situation and a
very somber tone. Some people
took a drive to a part of town
where you could see New York
City clearly and smoke was still
rising.
Fr o m t h a t d a y o n , I h a d
a greater appreciat ion for my
c o u n t r y ; e v e n n o w, I h a v e
goosebumps writing this.

in my mind as clear as the blue
sky that September morning. As
a fourth grader, I couldn’t make
sense of the images — I couldn’t
piece together why everything
was happening. Over the years,
t he i n no c e nt nu mb ne s s h a s
transformed into understanding
and disbelief.
I’m now 20; I was born into
war and I’ve lived over half my
life in the current war. And while
we all have differing opinions on
current and past confl icts, I hope
that everyone can agree that we
should thank all those who have
and still do put themselves in
harm’s way every day to ensure
the comfort and freedom of our
lives. I t hink we of ten forget
ju st how good we have it a s
Americans.
My heart aches for all those
who lost someone close to them
11 years ago today and to those
who have lost a loved one who
selflessly fought for our freedom
s i nc e t he n . To m y b r ot he r,
Jonathan Hill, Ensign US Navy,
thank you for dedicating your
life to ser ve our countr y; you
have made me the proudest sister
in the world — you’re going to
do great things.

principal came on the PA system
announcing that parents would
be a r r iv i ng to t a ke st udent s
home. Both of my parents were
supposed to be in Manhattan
t hat day; luck ily, aut hor it ies
closed the Lincoln Tunnel just
before my father reached it, so
he was able to come and pick my
brothers and me up from school.
After he picked us up, we heard
from our mother, who had been
in a meeting uptown, far from
the World Trade Center.
I can recall standing on my
d e c k a nd s e e i n g t he Wo rld
Trade Center smoking and, soon
enough, not standing at all. My
town became a center for people
fleeing the city by ferry. The days
that followed were filled with
silence punctuated by the sound
of fighter jets f lying overhead
from the aircraft carrier just off
the coast.
T he r e’s a r e a s o n w h y t he
motto for 9/11 is “Never Forget;”
for the people that were there,
that lost family and friends, that
saw t he immediate change in
both landscape of the city and
mood of the people, they can
recall that day like no other. I
can still remember seeing the
smoke rising from t he rubble
weeks later.
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TICKETING ● Continued from 1
A rkansas matchups down
the road.
Fewer v iolat ion s
reported: Of the more than
9,600 students who attended
t he g a me , on ly 17 were
ejected and 55 were referred
to t he Of f ice of St udent
Conduct for various charges,
according to Edwards. A
quickly evaporating crowd
at a sizz l i ng noon g a me
against the nonconference
opponent may wel l have
contributed to both figures
being much lower than in
years past.
A l l told, 82 v iolat ion s
occurred t hroughout t he
stadium, according to
Capt. Eric Grabsk i of
the USC Division of Law
Enforcement and Safety.
“A h a n d f u l o f p e o p l e
were probably ejected for
more t h a n one re a s on ,”
Grabski said. “For example,
somebody could have been

caught with a fake ID while
in possession of alcohol, so
t hey would be ejected on
both counts.”
The most common
of f e n s e w a s at t e mp t i n g
to concea l a lcohol wh ile
entering the stadium, which
saw 23 people — students
and nonstudents — ejected.
More than half of
v iolat ion s were a lcoholr e l at e d , w it h 14 p e o ple
cited for alcohol possession
inside of the stadium and
nine cited for intoxication,
t hough t hat number
does not i nclude t hose
who necessitated medical
attention and transportation
to a hospital.
“For those, it was people
where it wasn’t to the point
that they needed medical
attention, or, if they did, it
was not severe enough for
them to be transported and
they were released back to
us,” Grabski said.

ASSAULT ● Continued from 1
Detention Center. Bond for his release
had not yet been set by 5:30 p.m.
Monday, a jail employee said.
The arrest came three weeks after
the assault, in which a 23-year-old
man was approached in the early
morning hours of Aug. 19.
The man was walk ing wit h his
girlfriend up Wheat Street from Five
Points when three white men yelled
for his attention, according to an
incident report.
The victim, who had been drinking,
accord i ng to t he repor t , t u r ned
around and reached out to shake one
of the men’s hand. That man grabbed
his arm, took him to the ground and
began punching him in t he face,
according to the report.

In total, alcohol-related
charges numbered 46.
T h i r t e e n p e ople were
eje c t e d f rom W i l l i a m s Brice Stadium for being in
the student section without
a w ristband, wh ile seven
were ejected for having a
tampered wristband.
Less common violations
included disorderly conduct,
p o s s e s s io n of a f a k e o r
altered ID and smoking.
“ We had one sit uat ion
where a st udent I D wa s
given to a nonstudent and
when that nonstudent was
ejected, he had a student ID
on him, so the student lost
his season tickets,” Edwards
said.
Fans leave early: Edwards
echoed head football coach
Steve Spurrier’s criticism
of f a n s who d itched t he
heat and the game to head
back to t heir tailgates at
halftime, and added that it
was frustrat ing to watch,

The victim’s girlfriend jumped on
the suspect’s back, and he threw her
off, according to the report. The other
two men stood by and watched, she
told police.
T he v ic t i m w a s t a k e n t o t he
emergency room at Palmetto Baptist
Hospital, where he was treated for
bruising and swelling on his left eye
and later released, according to a
release.
Whether the two victims are USC
students is not clear, Columbia police
spokeswoman Jennifer Timmons said.
Blaszczyk will be sentenced at 9
a.m. today.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

@thegamecock

especially af ter repeated
calls for a more ef f icient
ticketing system.
“I’m a big proponent of
staying the whole time after
all we’ve been through in the
last six months educating
students on this process,”
Edwards said. “I’ve got a
great picture from one of
the security cameras. [The
seat s a re] ju st empt y. I f
we’re going to put this much
energ y i nto d ist r ibut i ng
t icket s get t ing feedback ,
we need st udents to stay.
T he s t u d e nt s m a k e t he
environment — and not just
at the Georgia game or SEC
games. So I guess it’s a plea
to the student body — stay
for the game. I understand
the heat was bad. But you
got a ticket, cheer for the
tea m . T he y need you . I
think the st udent section
makes the game.”
Edwards said t he same
conversation will need to

3

t a ke place i n t he w i nter
when basketball season rolls
around.
“A d e c i s i o n n e e d s t o
be made on what k ind of
student section we’re going
to be,” she said.
Edwards ment ioned
S p u r r ie r ’s d i s ap p o i nt e d
com ment s to t he me d i a
t h i s we ek e nd reg a rd i n g
f a n s l e a v i n g e a r l y. S h e
encouraged st udents who
receive tickets to both lowa nd h ig h-p r of i le g a me s
“from ECU, Wofford, all
the way to Georgia,” to take
advantage of the process,
claim their tickets and pack
Williams-Brice Stadium —
for the whole time.
“Do we scan t ickets on
the way out?” she mused.
“Prov ide some t y pe of
incentive?”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
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GOP ignorance
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minority distaste
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Conservative policy, not
liberal lies, at fault
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Ticket system requires
better communication
The new student ticketing system encountered
some difficulties at the first home game on
Saturday, many of which could have been avoided
through better communication throughout
the week. At 5 p.m. last Thursday, students
without season passes were given the chance
to claim available
“For those who t icket s for t he
ECU game. But
encountered
directions on how
difficulty on
to actually do so
weren’t sent out to
Thursday and
students until the
could not
moment tickets
became available.
contact the
T h at w a s a l s o
closed ticket
t he s a me t i me
office for help,
the office closed,
thus eliminating
most tickets
t he cha nce for
were gone by
any tech nical
support. Those
Friday.”
who encountered
difficulty on Thursday and couldn’t contact the
Ticketing office for help were out of luck by
Friday morning when the office reopened, as
most of the tickets were gone.
This is unacceptable. An announcement
of how the process works shouldn’t come the
minute it starts and — even if it does — it’s
crucial that the office be open to help guide
students through it.
Then Saturday, 250 students’ CarolinaCards
did not scan properly at the gate. Student
Services has attributed those problems to
students not properly following directions and
incorrectly setting up their accounts.
And while we have admonish students to
take more care to eliminate this issue, we can’t
help but wonder if a clearer explanation of the
system by USC couldn’t have curbed some of
the confusion.
We appreciate administrators like Anna
Edwards, who worked in the heat to help students
figure it out at game time. But that wouldn’t be
necessary if the process was explained further in
advance.
Ticketing must use the UAB game this week
to clarify the system so all hell doesn’t break
loose when Georgia comes to town next month.

4

Jobless numbers veil economic truth
Many Americans have
given up on job hunt
L a s t we e k w a s a n e v e nt f u l
week in politics; the Republican
Nat ional Convent ion had just
fi nished, the Democratic National
Convention was about to kick off
and the monthly unemployment
nu mbers were due to come
in to top of f t he
we e k . For m a ny
experts, the status of
u nemploy ment w ill
weigh heavily on the
election, some going
so far as to say it will
Craig
be the decisive factor.
Erickson
W hen I t h i n k of
Third-year
stat ist ics, I usually
political science
think of hard
student
numbers that cannot
be manipulated and
t herefore I don’t have to look
too far past t hose numbers for
the truth. However, this month’s
numbers were quite deceiving. If
we take them at face value, we can
see that 94,000 jobs were created,
a number that looks quite exciting
given the state of the economy. If
you bundle that with the drop in
unemployment percentage, from
8.3 percent to 8.1 , ever y t h ing
around t he economic recover y
looks much more promising than
it did just a month ago.
But look i ng closer at t he
numbers reveals some startling
truths. For instance, with the size
of our population, the economy
needs to add about 150,000 jobs
to keep the unemployment rate
f r o m r i s i n g . S o how d id t he

unemployment rate fall two-tenths
of a percent if we added less than
the amount of jobs needed to keep
unemployment from rising? The
answer lies in the thousands of
Americans who quit searching for
jobs.
W it h a l l o f t h i s e c o n o m i c
despair, our elected leaders, both at
the executive and legislative levels,
should stop all of the fanfare that
comes with the election season
and start trying to fi x things. For
instance, President Barack Obama
last met with his jobs council six
months ago . His administration
claims he is too busy, but it is
obv ious t hat t he only t hing he
is terribly concerned with is his
re-election campaign.
He is not the only one to blame
here though; Congress has been
just as bad as t he president in
regards to passing reforms that
would help fix the economy in a
timely manner. The large void that
separates the parties ideologically
has prevented them for doing their
jobs.
For instance, April 2009 was the
last time that the Senate adopted
a budget resolution. This led to a
Rasmussen poll that gave Congress
a disapproval rating of 64 percent.
It is time for A merica’s leaders
to stop playing petty politics and
turn our country around.
Students at USC should f lock
to t he polls to dispel of f icials
from office who put politics over
the needs of the countr y. Such
trends are disturbing, but will only
continue if the voters permit them
to.

I found the article published
yesterday entitled “Demographic
shift will affect GOP” wrought
with internal irony. The columnist
blames t he my t h ical l iberal
media and even public schools
for causing the negative feelings
of minority voters towards the
Republican Party. Statements he
made, which have been echoed
by countless Republicans, like
“it would not be
incorrect to state
that a large number
of m inorit ies do
not hold fa st to
Western culture”,
are much more to
Carl
blame for minority
Brzorad
a l ie n at io n t h a n
Third-year
a ny a rg u ment s
psychology
advanced by
student
liberals.
The columnist
submits Hispanics as an example
of this deviation from Western
culture. If you are Hispanic, then
you are from a Western country,
all of which contribute equally
to Western culture. How, then,
do Hispanics “not hold fast to
western culture”, as the columnist
claims? Only in the sense that
they are not white and don’t
hold the same world views as the
author. This belief is rampant
among social conservatives, many
of whom think that immigrants
to the U.S. who strive to preserve
t heir cult ural t radit ions are
mounting an assault on Western
culture and values. I believe that
Western culture remains strong
because of its diversity, not despite
it.
I encourage conservatives like
the columnist to look first at
the policies of their own party,
like the push to disenfranchise
minority voters in the guise of
voter ID laws, before they attack
liberals for turning minorities
against the GOP. I do agree with
his bottom line though: “The
death of conser vatism in the
United States is impending.”

New ticketing system worse than previous years’
Confusing process, unfair seat assignments
complicate student gameday experience
For many of us here at USC, football season is
the highlight of our school year. All decked out
in garnet and black, we gather together to cheer
on our favorite team and dance to “Sandstorm”
after every touchdown. Unfortunately for many
students, the newly implemented ticketing system
has made the process of getting tickets more
confusing than ever.
The previous ticketing system entered the
students into a lottery determining what tickets,
if any, each student would receive for each game.
On the other hand, this new system divides the
student body into three sections for the entire
season: the students who are awarded lower deck
tickets, upper deck tickets, and those who do not
get student tickets at all.
Students who do not receive season tickets are
able to claim a single-game ticket during the

upcoming week before the game. This hardly
seems fair given the fact that students with the
same loyalt y points as their peers are held at
such a great disadvantage for a whole
s e a s on . Fu r t her more , s t ude nt s
w ho g a i n t ic k e t s i n t he up p e r
deck are forced to sit there every
game rather than having a chance
to claim a lower deck spot. Even
those fortunate enough to claim the
lower deck tickets must admit that it
Kathryn
seems a little unfair that they have to
Duggan
separate from their friends who are
Third-year
sent to the upper deck or not allowed
journalism
in at all. The old system, while it
student
had its flaws, at least gave fans a fair
chance every game to get good seats
rather than only allowing a select lucky group a
chance of a better view.
The students who did not receive tickets were
not the only ones who missed the game this past

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p oi nt s p a g e i s t o s t i mu l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be
submitted via email to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words

weekend due to the new system. Even students
who had season tickets were denied entry due to
some technical difficulty with the CarolinaCards.
They were forced to watch their friends go in
and were sent to wait in a long line in front of the
ticketing office with many other confused fans.
Those who patiently waited were eventually told
they would only be allowed into the upper deck
section, even though their season tickets were
for the lower deck. Many of these students were
extremely discouraged that they not only missed
a great portion of the game, but also were not
allowed the tickets they were promised. There
has still been no apology or explanation as to
why this occurred, which leaves us all concerned
that this may happen again next game. While it
is very common for new systems to have issues
in the beginning, I can’t help but notice that this
new system, which is supposed to be making the
process easier, is actually doing the complete
opposite.

in length and include the author’s name,
year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Daily Gamecock and must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily
Gamecock, let us know about it. Email sagcked@mailbox.
sc.edu and we will print the correction in our next issue.
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“You know the feeling when you’re in too deep,
And when you make it out, the taste so sweet.”
— Dave Matthews Band
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Dave Matthews Band melds old, new sound
Writing, stellar musicianship on
display in “Away From the World”
Colin Campbell

CCAMPBELL@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Tw e n t y y e a r s a f t e r i t s f o r m a t i o n i n
Charlottesville, Va., Dave Matthews Band took
a well-deserved break — it spent the summer of
2011, its fi rst ever, off the tour bus.
The band has undergone a transformation in
the last four years, with the departure of pianist
Butch Taylor from the touring group and the
death of founding member and saxophonist LeRoi
Moore in 2008. While guitarist Tim Reynolds,
saxophonist Jeff Coffi n and trumpeter Rashawn
Ross were added to f ill t he gaps, quest ions
abounded as to the band’s future.
But if the album they released today is any
indicator, the time away may have just been what
they needed to reach back to the DMB sound of
the past.
The album, “Away From the World,” marks
producer Steve Lillywhite’s return to the band
he helped raise in the early ’90s . A long with
Lillywhite, who also produced the band’s first
three albums, the soulful choruses, longing vocals
and overlaid violin of the band’s earlier material
are back — only this time, melded with the loud,
electric guitar and horns that marked 2009’s “Big
Whiskey and the GrooGrux King.”
Musically, t he f irst single, “Merc y,” is an
update of the popular hit “Crash Into Me.” Soft
guitar plucking is cradled by the band’s signature
rhythm section; deep piano, bass and horns punch
out each bass note while violin and electric guitar
are laced throughout.
A heavy horn and guitar crescendo with the
song’s pleading chorus, only to fall back again
into a sweet piano outro punctuated by highpitched trumpet and saxophone lines that pay
tribute to Moore.
The biggest weakness of “Big Whiskey” lay
in Reynolds’ takeover of the album. A virtuoso
guitarist who has contributed here and there since
the band’s debut album, 1994’s “Under the Table
and Dreaming,” Reynolds became a permanent
installment on tour in the absence of Taylor’s
keyboards.
Reynolds wielded his distorted Stratocaster over
“Big Whiskey” and in doing so, stole much of the
limelight and solo time that had previously been
violinist Boyd Tinsley’s. The band built its unique
sound largely on frontman and songwriter Dave
Matthews’ acoustic, South African-inspired riffs
and Tinsley’s widely ranging solos, and Reynolds’
shredding and power chords throughout the
album altered the sound irreversibly.
W hile Reynolds is still ver y much a power
presence on “Away From the World,” especially
on up -tempo ja m s “Bel ly Bel ly Nice” a nd
“Rooftop,” he takes a welcome step back and, in
doing so, rejoins the rest of the band as a layer in
its multifaceted sound.
In the new album, Matthews’ classic carpe diem

Courtesy of davematthewsband.com

Dave Matthews Band’s latest album, “Away from the World,” hits stores today. The record, the eighth in the
group’s discography, brings back producer Steve Lillywhite to recreate the band’s original, ’90s sound.
songwriting themes evolve with a newfound focus
on the transience of the earth and its preservation
for generations to come.
“Mercy” opens with the line “Don’t give up,
I know you can see / All the world and the mess
that we’re mak ing.” He repeatedly poses the
question, “One by one, could we turn it around?”
encouraging humanity to believe the world’s not
too late for saving. “Gaucho,” a swirling calypso
guitar and horn medley that showcases drummer
Carter Beauford’s versatility, repeats — to its
fault, the line quickly grows stale — “Gotta do
much more t han believe, if we really wanna
change things” and even muses, “But we will not
survive ourselves.”
In his lyrics on the band’s eighth studio album,
Matthews, 45, also struggles to come to grasps
with his age.
“I’m too old to wanna be younger now,” he
croons high above the ukulele ballad, “Sweet,”

supposedly about his young son learning to swim.
In the ver y next song, “The R iff,” he dwells
darkly: “Funny how time slips away, looking at
the cracks creeping across my face / I remember
the little kid living in here, he’ll be living in here
probably till I’m dead.”
A s it cont inues, “The R if f,” like many of
Matthews’ best songs, becomes a lover’s plea, and
a good one at that. But while it succeeds as a tour
de force musically, it doesn’t hold a torch to the
melancholy, lost-love vulnerability on display in
“If Only,” two tracks later. “Remember when I
asked you if you would be my one true? / It seems
like yesterday,” Matthews professes, later crying,
“I want you, so take me back, please / Take me
back, my baby.”
T he f i n a l t r a c k , “ D r u n k e n S old ie r ” i s
indisputably the highlight of the album. It starts
DAVE MATTHEWS ● 6

Pairs of sisters, brothers sell family folk act
The Vespers promote new album ‘The Fourth
Wall’ at New Brookland Tavern tonight
Kristyn Winch

KWINCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Two sisters and two brothers making music
and touring together sounds like the plot of
a movie, but it’s all in a day’s work for The
Vespers.
T he fol k-p op g roup, wh ic h h a i l s f rom
Nashville and is currently touring in support of

its new album “The Fourth Wall,” will bring its
tunes to New Brookland Tavern tonight.
The band consists of sisters Callie and Phoebe
Cryar, who alternate singing lead vocals, and
brothers Bruno and Taylor Jones, who also play
a variety of instruments.
Frontwoman Callie Cryar spoke with The
Da i ly G a mecock about t he ba nd’s f a m i ly
dynamic and what to expect at tonight’s show.
While growing up together has solidified the
band members’ relationships, Cryar said touring
with family isn’t always fun and games.

Courtesy of The Vespers

Nashville-based folk-pop group and siblings, The Vespers, will play from their new album “The Fourth Wall” tonight.

“The main challenges are that you’re really
comfortable with your family and you have
to remember to be sensitive to each other and
remember that you have to treat each other
nicely even if you’re used to saying whatever you
want,” Cryar said. “The last thing you want to
do is be professional around your family.”
But the level of familiarity and comfort has
benefits, too.
“It makes for good musical chemistry,” Cryar
said.
Cryar described the group’s sound as a blend
of many genres.
“I would say it’s just a soulful, Americana,
bluesy folk pop,” she said.
Each ba nd member plays mu lt iple
instruments, from guitar and banjo to mandolin
and percussion.
“We all just kind of pass them around,” Cryar
said.
The band may not play gospel music, but the
group’s name has religious connotations, as
the word “vespers” means “evening prayer” or
“evening song.”
“My sister and I just thought it was a coolsounding word and it kind of made sense,” Cryar
said. “A concert is kind of like evening song.”
The Vespers draw inspiration from a variety of
artists, both new and old. Cryar said the group’s
favorite bands change from week to week.
“We’re always enjoy ing whatever’s f resh
and out there,” Cryar said. “We like to absorb
music.”
Because the group consists of family, The
Vespers has a unique stage presence, especially
between songs.
“Sometimes we just go off on rabbit trails and
pick on each other because we’re all related,”
Cryar said.
“Everybody has a microphone and because
we’re switching instruments all the time, there
are pauses between songs,” she said, noting that
THE VESPERS ● 6
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with Matthews’ quiet, rhythmic
st r u m m i ng, t hen spr i n k le s i n
some acoustic fi ngerpicking from
Reynolds before the whole rhythm
section enters in epic fashion, like it
does on crowd favorite “Two Step.”
A f t e r s e v e r a l e x p l o s io n s o f
volume and horn runs, though, the
song descends into the most soulful
violin solo Tinsley’s recorded since
“Crash.” Mat t hews sings a few
calm, inspired verses before the
band again erupts for the chorus:
“Make the most of what you’ve got
/ Don’t waste the time trying to be
something you’re not / Fill up your
head, fill up your heart and take
your shot.”
T he song, l i ke m a ny on t he
album, feat ures loud, made-tobe-played-live, g uitar and horn

lines that classified “Big Whiskey.”
But what puts “Drunken Soldier,”
and for that matter, “Sweet” and
“Merc y,” above t he rest is t he
brea kdow n at t he end: Ba ssist
Stefan Lessard shines as the song
fades into a honeyed jazz funk akin
to the eight-minute-long “Crush,”
o f f o f 19 9 8 ’s “ B e f o r e T h e s e
Crowded Streets.”
All in all, in its retention of oldschool Matthews songwriting and a
re-emergence of Tinsley’s violin —
fused with the loud, electric sound
they’ve found — “Away From the
World” is yet another step in Dave
Matthews Band’s two-decades-long
journey.
And mercy, is it a good one.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

@thegamecock

Courtesy of ericchurch.com

Eric Church tickets to go on sale
Friday at Colonial Life box oﬃce
Cou nt r y music “Ch ief ” Er ic
Church is coming to Columbia’s
Colonial Life Arena and has just one
mission: to put a drink in your hand.
T he Nor t h C a r ol i n a n at i ve
— k now n b e st for h is si ngle s
“Springsteen” and “Drink in My
Hand” off his 2011 album “Chief”
— will play the arena Friday, Nov.
30 at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets go on sale Friday at 10
a.m. at the Colonial Life Arena box
office. General admission seats will
be $37.50, $42.50 and $47.50, with
the $47.50 tickets selling for the
standing-only General Admission
pit, directly in front of the stage.

THE VESPERS ● Continued from 5
the banter between siblings is one
of the best parts of the group’s live
show.
Cryar said fans can expect to hear
songs off the new album as well as a
few surprises.
“We do play a few covers and I
would defi nitely say we’re all pretty
energetic during our performance,”
she said.
Cryar’s favorite song to perform
is “Grinnin’ In Your Face” off “The
Fourth Wall.”
“I get to sing it and I can kind of
do whatever I want with it and go
crazy with it,” she said. “It’s kind of
my guilty pleasure song.”

“Put a Drink in Your Hand” VIP
packages will also be available for
$201. They include one ticket, a preshow party with food, a two-song
pre-show acoustic performance with
Church and other tour swag.
Countr y artists Justin Moore
and Kip Moore (not related) are the
opening act.
The Colonial Life A rena box
office is at 801 Lincoln St. For more
information, call (803) 576-9200 or
visit www.coloniallifearena.com.
— Compiled by Chloe Gould

The Vespers will be joined by
Ned Durrett and the Kindly Gents
and Grayson Venters. Tickets are
$5 for patrons over 21 and $8 for
those under 21. The show begins at
7:30 p.m.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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EMPLOYMENT
FLYER for USC Games and
Special Events
Looking for people to hand out
flyers at USC Games and other
special events for TLC
Sports Bar & Kelly’s Pub.
Hours and days will vary, very
flexible. Call 240-2166 or email
JennZagata@gmail.com
Email JennZagata@gmail.com
NO NITES NO WKNDS PULL
HARDWARE CUT BLINDS
PT *8.25 HR *DRUG TEST
REQUIRED* CALL BETWEEN 9AM
-3PM to set up app for interview.
256-1646 Stier Supply. Must
bring schedule to interview. When
semester changes can adjust
schedule.

EMPLOYMENT
BARTENDERS NEEDED!!!
TLC Sports Bar & Kelly’s Pub
need bartenders. Positive attitude
and desire to make $ required.
Experience NOT necessary.
Call 240-2166
Email JennZagata@gmail.com

OPPORTUNITIES
$BARTENDING$, $300/Day
Potential, NO EXPERIENCE NEC.
Training Available.
800-965-6520 XT253

LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

ADDITIONAL INFO
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters

PT office receptionist,cheer/
gymnastics coaches, & childcare
asst wanted
Palmetto Athletic Center is seeking
friendly, energetic people to join
our team.
Go to https://sites.google.com/
site/pacstaffsite/home-page/
Employment
Email your application and any
questions to gm.pacsc@gmail.com

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

THE SCENE

PHD • JORGE CHAM
TODAY
NED DURRETT AND THE KINDLY GENTS,
THE VESPERS, GRAYSON VENTERS
7:30 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

TOMORROW
“GET COCKY!”
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., free
McKissick Museum, 816 Bull St.

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Celebrate with a homemade
meal and a lot of snuggling.
Wait a little bit before
starting the game, then
have a blast. Your message
comes across clearly.

Start a journal or add to
the one you already have.
Unleash your creativity.
Continue keeping your
expenses dow n. Get
ready for a breakthrough.
Answers are coming to you.

Now is a time for reflection
and keeping calm. Catch
up on some philosophical
reading. Your words are
especially powerful now;
use them wisely. Postpone
expansion.

Speak up; your opinion
is important and makes a
difference. Your friends
really care. Handle one
responsibility at a time, and
you can get what you need.
Compare bids.

Keep checking things off
your lists with the help of
a friend. Dexterity fixes
the problem. Review your
financial situation and stick
to your own strict rules.
Keep communicating.

Let somebody else
challenge the status quo for
you. You focus on feeding
your sensitive and creative
sides and on healing old
wounds. It’s easier to clear
up misunderstandings.

Consider all possibilities
and advance the
a s sig n ment . Use you r
words. It all works out,
perhaps too easily. Don’t
fall asleep on your laurels.
Write or phone home.

I nt e r a c t io n c le a r s up
old business or an old
disagreement. Friends help
you go fart her in your
career. Call in what you’re
owed. You have more than
you thought.

Now is a great time to start
a new chapter. Write your
stor y with great gusto.
Don’t force things. You’ll
get a real workout. Don’t
forget to give attention to
your sweetheart.

Taurus

Talk it over. Resistance
shows up, but you can
melt it away by listening
caref ully. Consider the
r ight words. Clea n i ng
house could lead to the
discovery of a treasure.

Gemini

Keep generating income
while you can and without
distraction. Take risks as
long as you’re willing to
live with the consequences
of failure. Others ask your
advice. Give it later.

Cancer

Listen carefully to those
who k now (even if you
t h i n k t h at y o u k n o w
better). Your persistence
to stay in communication
with old contacts pays off.
Mail packages.

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

09/11/12

Capricorn

Aquarius

Pisces

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

S

@thegamecock

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
tud
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

09/11/12

1 2 3 4

for 9/10/12

1 Professional org.
6 Like bachelor
parties
10 Slightly open
14 Gift from an
oyster
15 Old El Paso
product
16 General principle
17 Motto of
50-Across
19 Whodunit hint
20 Org. for mature
audiences only?
21 “Small” allegations
23 Climbs
27 Common takeout
cuisine
28 Seats at the bar
29 Hot-platter stand
30 State ﬂower of
Indiana
31 Argentina
neighbor
32 Sunbather’s goal
35 Invisible or
indelible ﬂuids
36 Practiced, as a
trade
37 Video game giant
38 Show with
regional spinoffs
39 Epic
40 Pastrami
peddlers
41 Donkey of kiddie
lit
43 Giant among
Giants
44 Actor Armand
46 Clean up, as
one’s toys
47 Pure as the
driven snow
48 Capitol topper
49 Easter bloom
50 Organization that
held its ﬁrst troop
meeting
3/12/1912
56 Vicinity
57 Airline that serves
only kosher
meals
58 Patty Hearst’s
nom de guerre
59 Pigsty, so to
speak
60 Hardwood trees
61 Enjoyed Aspen
DOWN
1 Police dept.’s “Be
on the lookout!”

alert
2 Observe
3 Sticky trunk stuff
4 Bobby of hockey
5 With no mistakes
6 Red carpet
interviewees
7 Rain delay rollout
8 Expert
9 Baby sponsored
at a baptism
10 Mysterious
11 Founder of 50Across
12 Reunion
attendees, for
short
13 Witherspoon of
“Walk the Line”
18 Walks on little cat
feet
22 In real time
23 Fancy-shmancy
jelly
24 British
submachine
guns
25 Popular funding
source for
50-Across
26 Eternities,
seemingly
27 Shed some tears
29 Yours of yore
31 Saint of Assisi
33 High anxiety

Solutions from 09/10/12

34 Objectionable, as
a habit
36 Eliza Doolittle, to
Henry Higgins
37 “The Fugitive”
actress Ward
39 Ibsen’s “Peer __”
40 Picks up on
42 Courses taken to
boost one’s GPA
43 Many-petaled
ﬂowers, familiarly
44 Happy as __
45 British county
46 Surveys
48 Wee bit o’

Scotch, say
51 Under the
weather
52 Tree on the
Connecticut
quarter
53 Preﬁx with verse
54 Deadlock
55 Unhappy
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Gamecocks defeat Tigers in straight sets
Howley, Thomas lead South Carolina
to first win over Clemson since 2009
Chris Stanley

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

South Carolina defeated Clemson in three sets
on Friday in front of more than 1,500 people, the
third-largest crowd in the history of its 16-year-old
Volleyball Competition Facility.
The Gamecocks swept the Tigers 25-23, 25-20,
25-19, beating them for the first time since 2009.
Coach Scott Swanson gave credit not only to his
players, but to the rowdy home crowd as well.
“Incredible,” Swanson said of the attendance.
“With everybody that came out ... our girls played
amazing volleyball. They did everything we asked
them to do and more, and to beat a team like
Clemson that is really physically bigger and better
than us, it was a great performance.”
The first set of the night set the tone for the rest
of the match. The Gamecocks and Tigers fought
point for point, each with their own array of highvelocity spikes and serves. With the score tied up at
14, USC capitalized on three Clemson errors to go
on an 8-3 run. After Clemson closed the gap to one
point at 24-23, South Carolina took the fi rst set
with a spike from sophomore blocker Cara Howley.
“We knew what Clemson was capable of, and we
knew they were going to hit some balls straight
down,” Swanson said. “We couldn’t let that affect
us. We hit really smart and blocked what we could.”
As the night went on, the Gamecocks got better.
Clemson committed 21 errors, compared to only
six for USC.
“In rally score we proved that if you manage your
risk and hit smart shots, it beats teams that hit the
ball straight down really hard,” Swanson said. “To
only average two errors a set is incredible. There’s
teams at the Final Four, national championship
level that rarely do that.”
While in the first set the score was tied six times,
by the third set the Gamecocks only relinquished
the lead once.

Olivia Barthel / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Senior setter Taylor Bruns almost recorded a triple-double against Clemson, leading South Carolina to a sweep.
South Carolina matched Clemson’s physical
style of play all night long. The Gamecock front
line proved to be one of the deciding factors of the
match, as the Tigers had no answer over the net.
“They want to be big at the net, block as much
as they can and they have defenders ready for
whatever you hit over and around the block,”
Swanson said. “Because they are bigger, they’re
not quite as fast and skilled with the ball control as
some of our players are.”
Howley and sophomore hitter Bethanie Thomas
ran the front line for South Carolina. Thomas and
Howley helped the Gamecocks out-block Clemson
10 to three, adding a combined 11 kills on the
night . Junior hitter Juliette Thevenin continued
to provide a powerful spiking presence, adding 15
kills of her own for the Gamecocks.
“Juliette had one hitting error, and she set the
most of anyone on the team,” Swanson said. “She

hit .500 with 15 kills. That is an All-American
performance for sure.”
Senior setter Taylor Bruns provided offensive
power from the middle, finishing the day with 10
kills, 30 assists and seven digs.
“The passers were putting the ball were I needed
it, and Clemson wasn’t quite prepared for that,”
Bruns said. “It just feels great to come out and play
like we can play and beat Clemson.”
Bruns also credited the crowd’s support as one of
the deciding factors of the game.
“The fans were incredible tonight,” she said.
“They were with us every step of the way ... and it
felt great to have that Gamecock support behind
us.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

Men’s golf ties for 11th place
at Capital Collegiate Classic
Harbin, NeSmith post
top-20 finishes for USC
Danny Garrison

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Olivia Barthel / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Freshman Courtney Angotti-Smith scored two goals in USC’s win over ECU on Sunday.

Freshmen spark USC’s offense
Goals by Angotti-Smith, Johnson
lead women’s soccer to 3-0 win
Paulina Berkovich

PBERKOVICH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

T he f i r s t 45 m i nut e s of S out h
Carolina’s match against ECU Sunday
a f ter noon were a stor y of m is sed
opportunities and offensive inefficiency.
But after the Gamecocks scored just
once despite taking 12 shots, halftime
adjustments eventually lifted them to
a 3-0 win in their fi nal nonconference
match.
“We went in and didn’t follow the
game plan we should,” said coach Shelley
Smith. “The game got away from us in
the second part of the fi rst half. In the
second half, we played soccer. It looked
nice, and it was creative. We moved
the ball. For the most part, we were
organized defensively. We had very few
turnovers compared to the fi rst half.
“That’s the way we need to play. I
think coming out of the fi rst half and
with what we talked about at halftime,
they did a great job. That obviously
ended up in a terrific result for us.”
A s t hey have all season, t he
Gamecocks (3-2-1) relied on freshmen
to jump-start t he offense. For ward
Courtney A ngotti-Smith gave USC
the lead in the 24th minute , scoring
her fi rst goal of the year from the right
side of the penalty box . She had been
substituted into the game just over a
minute before.
South Carolina took a 2-0 lead in the
62nd minute with a goal from freshman
midfielder Raina Johnson , who also
came off the bench to score for the fi rst
time this season. Angotti-Smith would
round out the scoring with a header in
the 70th minute.

“They both came up huge for us,”
Smith said of the two freshmen. “Both
of them came in and scored within a
few minutes of coming onto the field.
They did their jobs perfectly, coming
into the game and making an impact
and giving us a lift. A credit to both of
them [for doing] a great job today for
us.”
A ngot t i-Sm it h, who wa s na med
SEC Freshman of the Week for her
performance , has three assists for the
year in addition to her two goals on
Sunday, making her one of USC’s most
consistent threats on offense. Smith
said she has made a st rong case to
earn a spot in the starting lineup, but
upcoming practices will also play a part
in the decision.
“Court ney has continued scoring
goals for us and being one of our most
dangerous players,” Smith said. “There
is a possibility [that she will start]. That
happens in training leading up to a
game, and on days like [Sunday] ... She
has earned time, and if it’s starting or
coming off the bench, both of them are
very valuable to us.”
South Carolina will begin SEC play
against Mississippi State on Friday.
With Sunday’s victory, and particularly
the strong second half, Smith said the
team has reason to be confident as it
begins its conference schedule.
“W hen you score goals, you have
a shutout, you play well and make
adjustments at the half and it comes out,
you do the job, have substitutes come
in and play a huge role — everything
came together in that second half,”
Smith said. “So it defi nitely gives you
confidence going into SEC play.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Despite a tough tournament, the
future looks bright for Gamecock
golf.
The men’s golf team spent its
weekend at the Capital Collegiate
Classic at The Farm Golf Club in
Dalton, Ga. In their first tournament
of t he season, t he Gamecock s
concluded the event in an overall tie
for 11th place. A fi nal round score
of 294 (+6) on Sunday contributed
to a total score of 886 (+22) over the
three days of tournament play.
The Gamecocks closed the fi rst
day of competition with a 296 (+8)
to put them in 13th place as a team,
but senior Dykes Harbin stood out
individually. Harbin finished Friday
with a score of 69 (-3), putting him
within four shots of the leader at the
time, T.J. Mitchell from Georgia.
“(Harbin) stepped up for us last
year,” said coach Bill McDonald.
“We’re definitely looking for him to
be a leader.”
A Georgia native playing in his
home state, Harbin made a statement
after spending his summer on golf’s
amateur circuit.
Not much changed on Saturday,
as the team finished day two with
the same score that it posted the
day before, putting USC at 592
(+16) over two days. The combined
score kept the team locked in a tie
for 13th. Freshman Matt NeSmith
emerged as the team’s low scorer
on the day, carding a 72 for par,
the same score he finished with on
Friday. This weekend marked the
freshman’s first collegiate action.
“For his first college event, I
thought he did great,” McDonald
said. “Matt’s a really good player,
and I saw a lot of good things.”
Highly touted coming into his
career as a Gamecock, NeSmith
spent his offseason competing in
junior golf tournaments, including
a win at the Rolex Tournament of
Champions.
Harbin experienced an up-anddown 18 holes on Saturday, turning
a birdie on the 16th hole and a
double bogey on the 18th into a 75
(+3) on the day.
The final day of competition was
a productive one for South Carolina,

which posted the lowest of its three
scores and the fourth-best finish of
the field on the day.
“ To c o m e b a c k a f t e r t w o
disappointing days and have the
fourth-lowest score in the last
round, that showed a lot of pride on
(the players’) part,” McDonald said.
Harbin t urned in the team’s
lowest individual score of the day,
a 72 for par, and sophomore Sean
Kelly posted his personal best of
the tournament with a 73 (+1) on
Sunday.
Harbin and NeSmith both came
in with top-20 finishes, Harbin in
a tie for 14th at an even-par 216
and NeSmith in a tie for 19th place
at 219 (+3). Junior Caulder Moore
followed Harbin and NeSmith as
South Carolina’s third-lowest scorer,
posting a 224 (+8) overall.
The Gamecocks were not short
on adversit y during a weekend
in which several South Carolina
golfers contracted a virus that
remained a problem throughout
the tournament. To make matters
worse, the field included defending
nat ional champion Texas . The
Longhorns won the Classic with a
three-round score of 851, bringing
them in 13 strokes under par.
McDonald said a long season
of golf to come means plenty of
time to work out any kinks that
were brought to light by this early
tournament.
“We’ve got three weeks between
this event and our next tournament,”
McDonald said. “I think probably
the biggest thing [to work on] is our
wedge game and our putting.”
The Gamecocks will go back to
the drawing board as McDonald
works to get his golfers’ games where
they need to be. South Carolina
will resume play in October when it
hosts the Rees Jones Invitational at
Haig Point Golf Club.
While a 13th-place finish may
not be what the Gamecocks would
have liked to see, the team has some
positives to take away from the
tournament.
“While we’re a little disappointed
with the finish, we’re excited about
the year,” McDonald said. “I think
we’ve got a really good nucleus, and
I think you’ll see us improve as the
year goes on. That’s for sure.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

